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Thia {8 Stonéland, It ia & éountiy which only exists

in the failry tales. Stoneland is ruled by a wicked magician.
Ha lives at tha Llack castle on tap of tha hill. Around The
little country theres i a stons wall which no one has ewver

pasasd over, Wailt a minute, that is not true...
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Hany vears ago a little boy disappearad Trom
Steneland. The boy was playing in a meadow with some
other childran. A4 blg eagle flew above them. Suddenly
it dived down amd took hold of the boy. Than they [law
high above the wall to the mysatical Land Jutside. When
the parents found out what had happensd they falt vary
sad . They neaver thought they would ses thelr son again.,
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Than ane marning & youns man oame walking from the other
gide of the stone wanll. The children who plaved in the
meadow saw him coeming. They had pever before seen an adult
HItheut A Fuskesask., ALL growneupe and older children
carried rucksacks in Stoneland. They had toe de that, other-
wizse the magilcian Hypecratis would punish them. Thers
were many Ateriss about the dreadfol things that would
happan 1f vou did not carry a rucksack.
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Tha man &akd halle ta the shildren and apked where the

town was. Thoy showed hin the woy. When tha man cams closs
to the town ha aaw peaple walking bant forfward and looking
down. They sessmed very serious. Evervbody carried rucksacks
whioch were so heavy that they could net walk upright, Tt
wia aasy to Aae that they would lack the snergy to olimb
cvar the atons wall to the Land Outside. The man, whosa
name wae Charlis, thooght he recognizmed one of thae houseds.,
He walked up to the doosr and knocked,
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The door opened and he conld see an old coupla in Fronl
of him;j
- I recognize you, he pald. You must be my parents.

The old couple could not balieve thalr ayes. It took soms
tima Tar tham to realize that Charlie wag their own son who
had aoms back. Then they felt ac happy that they imsediataly
gave a party and invited all thelr nwighbours,
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AL Cthe party Charlis receiwved a bir present. Everyvono
stood arcund him in expectation when he apened 1b. It was

2 rucksack Tilled with stenes, Charlisa thanked svervone for
tha present and they helped him to put it on.
= It°11 #ake some time before it grows on to your back,
thay said.
- Grows on to maT said Charlie. Dut I den't want it te de
that., And it'e so heavy. I can't stand upright.

Charlie put the mcksack down and averyvons stared at
him in panicg
- How voui must laave us, they said. Otherwiss Hypoeratus

will punish woa all.
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Charlia was Cordced toe Leave Che town. He walked back to

the maadow whers the children wers playing recksackball. Thay
had little Bags on thealir backs, Tha palnt of the games was Lo
thigw a #6lft little ball into scmeone alse's bag. When wou
hnd done that vouw could get ancther ball. When all the balls
had beean thrown, the one with the fawast balls had womn.
Charlia knaw that when the shildren turnmed sevan they
wald be forced to carry roal rucksacks filled with stonas,
First one stone and thea nezt year ancthar satone,...eto.
It was condaidered to be an honour to carcy as many and as

heavy stones as possible.
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Charlie falt sarry Ffor the children. He wishaed that they
would be able to choosa if Lthey wanted Ce carry rucksacke or
not. He deolded to talk to Hypooratus about 1it.

He bagan walking up tha hill, The children ol lowad him
in tha distange . They wonderdd «what ha was roinge to do,

wWhan Charlis arrived in front of the gastle he was
stopped by two guards whese Taces remindad his of bulldegs.
Tha children saw how Charlie waa led intse the castles and

that the door closad.

mn
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The guards took him to o big hall where they let him
Alt down. It was cold and dark, almost like in a omwve.
Hypooratus walked inm and looked curdiously at Charlio:
= Vary interesting, ha asld, T might he able b craate
aemathing hare.,
= I'd like to speak to you about the law forcing peopla
to carry rucksacks. Does 1t have to ba Like that? Wouldnrt
it ba poasibla to,..

Hypocratus Interrupted,
= Give him soms bat juice and take him to the callar, ha
sald amnd left the hall.

Tha geards Ceread Charlis to drink something thot
taated awful. He felt sleepy. He could not stop the Suards
from leading him ta thes cellar mnd tying him onte a bunk.

11
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During this time the shildran had rua inte ths feown.
They told what had happened. Charlis's parenta and their
neighbours felt very serry. Thoy decided to beg Hypecratus
to set Charlie Iras.

The children ast of f amnd fan uphill towards ths castls
while their parsnts stumbled after them,

1%
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When the shildean arrived at the castls they ran to the
baekaide and loaked through all tha cellar windows. Throogh
one of them thev could see Charlie. Ha lay tied, On a table
nearby thara werae Knives and & bBoebtle marked with a demth's
T |

Swidenly they could hear a woman's wvolcee:

-~ What are you deing hera?
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The childran wara Crdightenaed at firet. They looked ap.
Abew® them on & baleony was a young wonan dressad in while,
She was very beantiful. The children had heard of Hypooratusi
doughter Sun, Wt ne ons had asen her before.

Tha childsen told her that Charlis lav tied in tha callar
and that they thought Hypoeratus were golng to hurt him,. Sun

promised tham te do har best to save him,

14
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How thae parents had almoet arrived at the entrance door,

but they could not walk the last few stepa. It had bean teo
tiring to walk up tha hill with all tha stenss on thedir
hacksa, Thay fell down, one by one. The rucksoscks broks and
ths stomess fell out om top of them.

The guards did not know what to do 8o they callsd For
Hypoecratusa ., He gpet angry. He was interrupted just as he was
going to perform an operation om Charlie's head. Never-

thaless ha want wp tha staira te Mipgd out what bhad happened.

14
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On his way up ha =St Sung

- Il you're geing down thers, don't touch anything! T will

begin operating wery soon, he sald as e kKept on walking up.

Sun walked down and inte the callar. She saw Charlie
lying on the bunk and she did not want her father to hurt
him. She freed bhim from the strapping. Than she apensd the
window and helpad him to climb out to the children whoe warea

wilting outside .,
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Hypecratus was irritated when hs looked out through the
enftrance door. He sald to the guards:

= Yos, T see] There ara a lot af stons piles herae, How did
thay gat hare, anyway? Wall, ses toe that thes graves are moved
fram hee, We can't have a cometery in front of the castlae.
Then he walked back to the cellar to atart aperating. When
ha cams downm Chara ha ame that Charlie was gone,. He immedistes
1y bagan shouting at Sung
= What have you danal!l IT T had operated ofn Mils ke woiild have
Bacoma an obedient bulldory puardl

17
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Sun protasted;
= But I den't want you to operate on amvone! And T don't
underatand why avarybaldy has o carry heavy rocksacks !
Hothar tald me Befers she died about the Land Outaide. Tharae
it was one's own choice to carry a rocksack, a¢ hardly anyons
did. And the people wers vary happy., It could be like that
harae as walll I would ilike to tear the stona wmll down. T
don®*t want any borders separating us from other pasple.

Hypooratus stared at her amd could net apeak a word. He
did not kmow what te apnswer, Sun left him and Hypocratus sat
down alens, thinking for a very long time about what she had
LER T
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futElde in the sunlight Charlise amd the children wers
helping their parents to get up from under the stones. They
wara not uaad to meving Wwithout ruckeacks on thelr backs,

e bhey kept falling.

5un saw them and she sald to the children:
= T will make sure that Hypocratos won't be able to hurt yoo
pnymera, He's not ranlly mean, IE'a just that he dossn'i
undaratand that he is hurting othars. By the way, would you
like to help me repaint the castie. I'd like to paint it in
the colours of the rainbow,

Everviboedy thought it was a brilliant idea. They started
immediataly. Tha guards helped as well.

L]
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Far avay in the distances thay couald hesr a rusbling
fAales, almest like thunder., It was the stons wall
falling apart.

Charlis laooked at Sun and smiled. She smiled back.
Thay Emnew they had s fotures together.

20
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